
Development & Peace Fall 2021 Campaign – Mass presentation 

 

Good Morning/Afternoon 

I am speaking to you today on behalf of Development and Peace – Caritas Canada 
and its annual campaign 

This year’s theme is - Let’s put People and Planet First 

In Canada, most people can speak out freely when injustice is committed. In many 
countries of the Global South, however, communities are threatened when they 
seek to protect their rights, especially their right to a healthy environment. This 
climate of insecurity is often fuelled by the presence and influence of corporations, 
some of which are Canadian. 

Undaunted, many vulnerable communities fight courageously to defend their rights, 
their lands and the environment against corporate harm. 

This year, Development and Peace’s People and Planet First campaign invites you 
to stand in solidarity with them and celebrate their work!  

 
The Season of Creation, which lasts from September 1 to October 4, is a time for the 
global Christian family to unite in prayer and action for the Earth, our shared home. 
This year, in the face of continuing environmental destruction, Development and 
Peace’s People and Planet First campaign is seeking to ensure that Canada and 
Canadian corporations are not complicit in any violations of the rights of the people 
and the planet while operating abroad. 

 

Let’s stand with the oppressed in their quest for recognition 

In Honduras and Cambodia, organizations supported by Development and Peace are 
raising the voices of communities oppressed by a model of economic development 
that violates their rights. The Honduran Center for the Promotion of Community 
Development, trains environmental leaders to defend natural resources, the 
environment and human rights. In Cambodia, the Development and Partnership in 
Action mission is, in part, to enable communities affected by extractive industries to 
gain advocacy skills so they can organize and defend their rights.  



We can support these partners by recognizing the role we can play in an unjust 
global system and taking action to change it. This year, the action highlighted by the 
People and Planet First campaign is about holding Canadian companies accountable 
for their operations abroad - to ensure that Canada is not complicit in the violation 
of the rights of our brothers and sisters.  

To learn more about the campaign and to pray and act for the preservation of 
Creation, visit Development and Peace’s new website. devp.org/en There, you will 
find a multitude of resources to help you live the Season of Creation to the fullest 
and to mobilize for putting people and planet first.  

 

There is also a petition that you can sign on the way out of the church which will be 
sent to our member of parliament and presented in the House of Commons.  The 
petition calls upon the House of Commons to adopt human rights and 
environmental due diligence legislation. 

 

Closing prayer 

 
 

 

 


